
June 5, 2020 
 

I hope everyone is remaining healthy and finding ways to balance continuing school 
work with your jobs and many other family responsibilities.  We are looking to wind down our 
school year, and as we do, there are a number of details that I want to share with you.  
  
         Mr. Apostol sent out a communication last week, which identified Friday June 12th as our 
last day of school for this school year.  For students in grades K-6, the last day to submit 
work will be today, Friday June 5th.  This will allow the following week for teachers to have 
some final Google meetings with students and for them to collect and reflect on work submitted 
in preparation for report cards.  Next week teachers will offer slides on our remote learning 
platform as usual, but the activities will be fun and not graded! 
 

We have finalized details for end of the year ceremonies for our UPK, Kindergarten 
and 6th grade classes.  Families with children in those grades have been sent specific 
information about these ceremonies, but in brief, we are planning reverse parades in front of the 
Elementary School for each group, to enable our teachers and school staff to recognize the 
work that these groups have done this year, and the transition that they are making.  The 
schedule is as follows… 
 
Grade 6                 Friday June 12      9:00 am 
UPK                       Monday June 15   9:30 am 
Kindergarten        Monday June 15  5:00 pm 
 

In addition, we would like to create an opportunity for the rest of our students, teachers 
and staff to say a goodbye before summer starts, so we are planning to have teachers come to 
school on Thursday June 11th from 9:00 am - 10:00 am, to say a socially distanced 
goodbye to students and parents of kids in grades 1-5. 
 

We will ask parents to enter the campus through the HS student lot, and we will have a 
‘Parade Route’ staked out so that you can drive past all of the teachers, who will be very excited 
to see you all!  We have missed seeing all of you! I know the time may be difficult, but if you can 
stop by, we would love to have a chance to say a proper goodbye! 
 

As with many things this spring, these are not our preferred methods of recognition and 
celebration, but we are planning the most creative ways to express our thanks and 
congratulations as possible within the limitations that we have for gatherings.  

 
In other news, our teachers in grades K-5 have started training in Responsive 

classroom this past Friday, and are taking part in a training again today.  
 
Responsive Classroom is an evidence-based approach to teaching and discipline that 

focuses on engaging academics, positive community, effective management, and 



developmental awareness.  Independent research has found that the Responsive Classroom 
approach is associated with higher academic achievement in math and reading, improved 
school climate, and higher-quality instruction. It has been described by the Collaborative for 
Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (CASEL) as one of the most “well-designed 
evidence-based social and emotional learning (SEL) programs”.  

Some of our teachers have been teaching using principles from the program, and our 
school has been planning for implementation of this program school-wide for some time.  We 
are very excited that we have been able to arrange to complete this training remotely despite 
the limitations to gathering that we thought might keep us from moving forward with 
implementation of this program next year.  Teachers will continue training this next Friday June 
12th, followed by a final day of training on Monday June 15th.  Please be aware that they will 
have a schedule of meetings for nearly the full day on those dates. Because the program differs 
in 6th grade, we are presently planning for training for our 6th grade teachers on separate 
dates. 

For those that have picked up Chromebooks at school, we have decided not to collect 
them at this time. Given the uncertainty about what school re-opening might look like, we have 
decided to allow families to keep possession of the devices until September.  If you feel strongly 
that you would like to return your device to school before September, please contact our main 
office, and we can make arrangements to have them returned.  
 

We will be distributing Report Cards by mail during the week of June 15th.  You will 
notice that they look different than they have in the past. You will see that the form is the same, 
but you will see N/A some spaces on the grade report. We have necessarily prioritized some 
instructional content over other content, and as a result, we will be reporting specifically on 
content that was taught remotely during our time away from school.  As we look to fall, and to 
development of our programs and classes, we will of course, account and plan for different 
learning levels of students based on our unique spring. 
 

Mr. Apostol has established two committees to develop plans for our re-opening of 
school in September.  An Academic Re-Entry Committee headed by Dr. Cala-Ruud, our 
Director of Curriculum and Instructional Technology is looking at considerations for our 
academic program, and a Facilities Re-Entry Committee headed by Mr. Papandrea, our High 
School Principal is looking at implications of any restrictions to our use of facilities.  Both 
committees will work in concert to assure that we have plans for all potential opening scenarios 
for September.  These groups have started work, and we will continue to work and plan 
throughout this summer. We will be providing details and information to parents and families 
about the work of these committees, and the plans for September as we progress through the 
summer. 
 

https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/about/research/
https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/about/casel-select-program/
https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/about/casel-select-program/


We all hope that our reopening will look like a typical September, with all students returning 
together to the campus at once.  We will necessarily have to plan for multiple scenarios, 
including continuing some level of remote learning moving forward. 
We will analyze the data that we have gathered from our, (and your), work with students this 
spring, and utilize resources and information from local regional and national organizations to 
guide our development of plans that will work best for our school community. 
 

We are planning a summer program this year, for students exiting grades K-6.  We are 
not able to allow students and teachers back into the school yet, for traditional summer school, 
but we are developing a remote summer school program that will run from July 6 through 
August 13th.  As in recent years, this program will offer support in Reading Writing and Math, 
and will be held four days per week for the equivalent of a three hour day.  The format will be 
primarily small group sessions on Google meet, along with some work assigned to students to 
be worked on using the Google classroom platform.  We will be sending out letters to parents of 
students whose teachers have recommended for summer support.  I encourage parents to 
consider taking advantage of this opportunity if possible.  
 
 I know that many of you have found the remote learning experience to be challenging. I 
know too, that in many cases, the necessity for families to support children’s remote learning 
have created additional stresses on your family. For parents especially at this time, I want to 
encourage you to take any time that you can to celebrate the work that you have done, as 
parent/teachers and student/children! 
  

You have taken on an incredible responsibility, which has required adjustments to 
routines, and relationships in your home.  We know that this pandemic has strained systems 
across the world, but the most important effects are in our families.  I know that our school staff 
all appreciate your challenges, and the support you have provided your children, and we can’t 
thank you enough for being active partners in your child’s education. There is a well-deserved 
break coming soon!  We hope you can join us for one of our end of the year celebrations, but 
even if you cannot, please remember to celebrate all that you have done this spring!  Thank 
you! 

 
Mark Foti 
Elementary School Principal 

 
 


